
  Meeting Announcement 
 November 14, 2012 
 

Please post this notice and invite your friends & colleagues to attend! 

Wednesday, November 14, 2012 

 
Reception: 6:00; Dinner: 7:00; Talk: 8:00 

Meal: Buffet Style 

Cost: $30 (OSSC Student Members are Free!) 

 

Monterey at Encino 

16821 Burbank Boulevard  Encino, CA 91436 
(818) 789-1919 

On-line Registration: www.ossc.org or 

Contact: Joseph Diep, OSSC Arrangements Chair, 
Events@ossc.org, 951-926-2994 

Please Register by November 12, 2012 

 

 

Instruments on Curiosity 
Dr. Muthu Jeganathan 

 

This presentation will provide an overview of the optical/NIR 
cameras and spectrometers on Curiosity (Mars Science 
Laboratory). The focus will be on three highly capable 
instruments – ChemCam which performs laser-induced 
breakdown spectroscopy; CheMin which performs X-Ray 
Diffraction/X-Ray Fluorescence; and Sample Analysis at 
Mars (SAM) Instrument Suite that consists of the 
Quadrupole Mass Spectrometer, Gas Chromatograph and 
Tunable Laser Spectrometer. These instruments allow 
scientists to assess Mars’  biological potential and  
characterize the geology of the landing region. 
 

About our speaker:  Dr. Jeganathan joined JPL in 1995 
after receiving his B.S. from USC and M.S. & PhD. from 
Stanford, all in Electrical Engineering. In 2000, he left JPL to 
join Optical Crossing, Inc. where he was a founder and VP 
of Optical Wireless Products. Dr. Jeganathan returned to 
JPL in 2003 and became the Project Element Manager of 
several tasks overseeing the design, construction and 
testing of complex opto-mechanical instruments. His most 
recent work was on FINESSE, an exoplanet 
characterization mission. Dr. Jeganathan is currently 
supervisor of the Optical and Opto-mechnaical Design and 
Engineering Group in the Instruments and Data Systems 
Division at JPL. 
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