
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the President, 
Arnie Bazensky����
 
First let me take a moment to 
welcome all of you to our 2005-
2006 OSSC Program year.  We 
are all very excited, as we have 
scheduled a fantastic line-up of 
interesting talks on a variety of 
topics relating to optics, and we 
hope you will join us often for 

our monthly meetings, usually scheduled on the 
second Wednesday of each month from October 
through June.   
 
I must also offer my sincere thanks to our talented 
group of officers.  Our summer planning meeting in 
July, was absolutely the best we’ve had in many 
years, and our capable team, assembled to serve our 
local chapter, garners my thanks and admiration.  As 
some of you who have served on our board know, the 
hardest job we have is to assemble the schedule of 
speakers for the coming year, holding in mind that we 
want to offer the best possible speakers our area has 
to offer.  Under the guidance of Antonio Mendez and 
his program committee, we not only assembled this 
year’s calendar, but have enough identified speakers 
to cover the next few years as well.  Good job to all, 
and we look forward to the coming season with 
enthusiasm.   
 
As I told our board members and colleagues at the 
planning meeting in July, my strong feeling is that this 
society belongs to all of us, and we are all responsible 
as stewards, for its success.  We are very interested 
in your comments and ideas, about how to make it 
better, as we move into the future.  We have taken a 
look at our meeting sites, and have tried to space 
them out so that everyone’s interest will be served.  
We have also attempted to find locations where the 
best possible meals are available at a reasonable 
price.  With this in mind, we will send out our 
membership invoices earlier in the season, to make it 
easier for members to keep caught up with their dues.   
 
We encourage you to seek out your board members 
to share your thoughts and ideas about how we can 
improve OSSC, and we will be appreciative for your 
support in this area.  Since this is my first of many 
columns this year, I will not elaborate on the 
operational areas of the society at this juncture, but 

will highlight these areas regularly at our monthly 
general meetings, to keep everyone up to speed on our 
educational outreach, scholarship and other important 
programs which we are involved.   
 
In closing, I would like to state publicly, that we are truly 
blessed to be part of the optics industry.  While it has 
seen many phases over the years, it remains solid and 
forward-looking.  It is one which encompasses 
intelligence, character, compassion, vision, clarity, 
education and science, taking problem solving to the 
absolute extremes.  An example of this character, 
which I would like to share, occurred recently, during 
Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi, where two optical 
fabrication firms are located very close to the Gulf 
Coast.  A day after the hurricane, no one had heard 
from anyone associated with either of these firms.  
Soon the e-mail chains began, criss-crossing the 
country, seeking any information on their welfare.  
Some firms started planning for the worst-case 
scenario, in the event that these businesses were 
damaged beyond repair.  They started planning for a 
team, which would take on some of their business, in 
order to support these firms until they could recover 
completely.  Then we all got the good news that both 
firms had survived the storm, with only minor damage, 
and would be up and running soon.  We were all 
relieved, but the response to this situation really 
touched me personally, that this in an industry that truly 
cares about each other and it is an honor to be part of 
that.  On behalf of our officers, we all look forward to 
serving you this year, and we warmly welcome your 
participation.    
 
Best regards, Arnie, President, OSSC ’05-‘06  
Outgoing President Neil Nelson gets Appreciation plaque. 
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OSSC  Corporate Profile: 
Harold Johnson Optical  Labs  

About Harold Johnson Optical Labs 

Harold Johnson Optical Laboratories, Inc. was founded to provide Lens Designers 
and Engineering Companies a source for breadboard models, prototypes and 
production optics. For the past two decades our customers relied on Harold Johnson 
Optical Laboratories to build and test hardware to exact design specifications to 
assure product reliability. Our craftsmen are quality-oriented and take pride in 
meeting all requirements and tolerances imposed by customers drawings. 

Harold Johnson Optical Labs 
1826 W. 169th Street 
Gardena, CA 90247 

Tel: (310) 327-3051 
Fax: (310) 327-6179 
Internet: www.hjol.com 

Traditional and CNC Polishing at Harold Johnson Optical Labs 

OSSC Education Corner 
The OSSC is becoming renowned for its educational outreach activities.  Here, Arnie 
Bazensky, OSSC President is giving a lecture to students in an interferometry class at 
Irvine Valley College.  The class is being taught by OSSC member Graham Brewis.  
The elderly gentleman in the slide is Otto Schott, founder of Schott Glass.   

These photos were taken by OSSC Secretary Donn Silberman, who gave a 
presentation on laser Doppler vibrometers to this same class two days earlier. 
 
This class is part of a series offered through the Center for Applied Competitive 
Technologies at IVC.  More information on these courses can be found on the 
OSSC.org website. 
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Ad(ventures) in Optics 
Dr. Antonio J. Mendez 

Owner and Chief Technology Officer of Mendez R&D Associates  
 Dr. Mendez will describe various ad(ventures) in optics from the viewpoint 

of an R&D and New Business Development Manager. The discussion will 
cover project anecdotes as well as   underlying optical technologies. The 
talk will include the project that he initiated and managed in the area of 
visualizing transonic flow field around aerodynamic bodies using pulsed 
ruby lasers while he was Senior Member of the Technical Staff at the 
Northrop Corporate Laboratories in Hawthorne, CA. This work was 
performed jointly with the Northrop Aircraft Division.  
 
He’ll also describe how Pave TACK was won and then cancelled while he 
was Senior Member of the Professional Staff at Martin-Marietta, Orlando, 
FL. The Pave TACK experience led to Martin-Marietta eventually winning 
the LANTIRN pod (for fixed wing) and TADS/PNVS turret (for attack 
helicopters) prime contracts.  
 
Dr. Mendez will describe some of his favorite new business acquisitions as 
Product Line Manager for Advanced Avionics Systems of the GM/Hughes 
Electronics Electro-Optical and Data Systems Group, El Segundo, CA. In 
particular he’ll describe the Defense Suppression Fire Control System 
(DSFCS) funded by the Avionics Laboratory at the Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Dayton, OH. DSFCS was facilitated by the cooperation of 
Litton Industries (College Park, MD).  
 
Finally, Dr. Mendez will describe founding MRDA and how it got involved in 
optical CDMA (O-CDMA). Early funding for an O-CDMA technology 
demonstrator was provided by the GM/Hughes Electronics (now Raytheon 
Space and Airborne Systems) Radar Systems Group.    
 

Biography 
 
Dr. Mendez received a B.A. in Mathematics 
and a PhD in Physics from the University of 
Southern California. He is a Senior 
Member of the IEEE (LEOS, Computer, 
and Communications Chapters) and a 
member of the OSA, SPIE, ACM, New 
York Academy of Sciences, and the Phi 
Beta Kappa Academic Honor Society. He is 
Past Chair of the IEEE/LEOS, Los Angeles 
Chapter, and of the IEEE Career Activities 
Council. He frequently is invited to serve on 
the dissertation committee of PhD students 
at the University of Southern California 
(EE-Systems), UC/Davis (ECE), and 
Université Laval (Quebec, CN).    
 

This Meeting  
Date: Wed. October 5, 2005 
Happy Hour: 6 PM;  
Dinner: 7 PM, Speaker: 8:30 PM 
Cost:  Dinner: $25 per person.   
Speaker Only: No Charge 
Location: Luminarias 
3500 Ramona Blvd., 
Monterey Park, California 91754 
(323) 268-4177 
 

Reservations: preferably by e-mail  
to the Arrangements Chair:  
Martin Hagenbuechle,  
Martin.Hagenbuechle @ngc.com 
by Friday, September 30th.  
Meal Choices:  
1)Luminarias Chicken 
2) Chicken Marsala 
3) Pasta Primavera 
For current updates and directions, Please 
visit our website at: www.ossc.org. 

October Meeting Specifics:  

 

Technical Conference: October 16-20, 2005 
Exhibit: October 18-19, 2005 
Hilton Tucson El Conquistador Golf & Tennis Resort 
Tucson, Arizona 

The OSSC will have a TableTop Exhibit at this 
conference.  On display will be the new Optricks 
Suitcase assembled by the OISC and Discovery 
Science Center 
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Next OSSC Meeting 
Date Location Speaker Topic 

 
November 

9th 
 

 
Optical Research Associates, 

3280 E. Foothill Blvd., Suite 300 
Pasadena, CA 91107  (626)795-9101 

 
Dr. Karl Stapelfeldt,  

Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

 
SIRTF Telescope and 

Science Data 
 

  

  
   

 

c/o Andrew McKay 
5024 Jacques Street 
Torrance, CA  90503 
   

 Address Correction Requested 
 

  
 


