
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the President, 
Neil Nelson ����
 
I would like to start a 
conversation with our 
members about the way we 
will have future meetings.  
This topic has been 
discussed by the OSSC 
officers at length but the time 
for a change is imminently 
approaching.  For my entire 
history in OSSC the price for 

the meetings has been $20.  Back when I was the 
arrangements chair it was a struggle to get the hotel to 
agree to this rate including the tax and gratuity.  Now it 
is severely limiting our selection of hotels (especially in 
the LAX airport area).  As a reminder I have copied our 
Aim and Purpose from our Articles of Incorporation in 
the box below.  Our primary objective is to disseminate 
knowledge in the field of optics.  This objective should 

be reflected in our budget but now there is an 
increasing amount going to the hotels so we can keep 
the current price at $20 per person.  An easy remedy to 
this problem is to increase the price for a meal at the 
meeting but this conflicts with our desire to increase the 
meeting attendance and also increase the diversity to 
include students from our local universities.  Here are 
some other proposals that have been offered.  I would 
love to hear from our members about other proposals 
or modifications to these suggestions.  Several of these 
suggestions have come from a conversation I had with 
the Brian Catanzaro, OSSD President.  The OSSD has 
been trying to do other types of meeting locations for 
several years and we can learn from their experiences. 
1. Many of our corporate sponsors have 
conference rooms that our large enough for the OSSC 
to have a meeting.  I am thinking that we could feature 
a corporate sponsor and then use their conference 
room and bring in Pizza and then clean up afterward.  

The speaker would not need to be from the corporate 
sponsor because then each meeting would likely 
become tour.  Tours are great for a few meetings per 
year but they do not offer the relaxed atmosphere 
where optical professional can interact.  The charge for 
a meeting like this would likely be only $10 per person. 
2. A closed room in a restaurant is another to 
consider but it is likely that their price will be similar to 
the hotel.  We would then need to be concerned about 
the projector screen. 
3. Other venues that we will be considering are 
public meeting areas and a meeting area within a 
housing complex (if you happen to belong to a 
homeowners association). 
 All of these options result in a less formal 
environment than our traditional catered hotel meeting 
area.  This could result in a more appealing 
environment to new members.  In any case the primary 
objective of the meeting location will be to facilitate 
interaction and relationships amongst those that attend 
the meeting.  I am hoping that a lower price will 
encourage a larger attendance at meetings.  There are 
obviously other considerations that prevent a larger 
audience and I will likely pick up this topic next month. 
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Upcoming events 
 

OPTRICKS Day – Saturday, March 5 – Discovery 
Science Center in Santa Ana.  Hands-on optics 
exhibits & demonstrations will be prepared and 

presented jointly by the Optics Institute of Southern 
California and the OSSC.  Some of the material to be 
used will include lessons from the “Hands-On Optics” 

program and will be augmented by MESA staff, 
teachers and students.   Also, several presentations 
of the OPTRICKS Suitcase will be given as well as 

demonstrations from Dr. Murty’s OPTRICKS. 
 

March OSSC meeting:  Thales Polymer Optics – 
speaker is Tim Warner. 

 
April OSSC meeting:  Novel 3-D cameras using laser 

pulse reflections.  Roger Stettner from Advanced 
Scientific Concepts (ASC). 

Article II 
Aim and Purpose 

It is the aim and purpose of this society to increase and 
disseminate the knowledge of Optics and closely allied 
sciences, to promote the mutual interests of investigators, 
teachers and students in these fields, and of designers, 
manufacturers and users of optical instruments and allied 
scientific apparatus as well as those who have optics as a 
hobby and to encourage cooperation. 

 



 
 

Corporate profile 
 

Optical Research Associates 
3280 East Foothill Blvd., Suite 300, Pasadena, CA 91107 

Tel: 626-795-9101 
Fax: 626-795-0184 
www.opticalres.com 
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Images Newsletter 
Please give newsletter submissions to Len 
Wayne (see above) by the 25th of the 
month for publication the following month. 
  
OSSC is the Southern California Section of 
the Optical Society of America and is a 
non-profit organization. 

Image caption: 
Images from CODE V (left) and LightTools. CODE V is the world©s most advanced 
lens system design software with state-of-the-art capabilities for lens optimization, 
analysis, and tolerancing. LightTools is a powerful 3D solid modeling and analysis 
tool for illumination design. 

Optical Research Associates (ORAÒ) was founded in 1963 as a company dedicated to 
customer success using its optical design and engineering services, supported by the best 
software possible. ORA has since grown to be the largest independent optical engineering 
services organization, and the developer of the world’s leading optical engineering 
software packages: CODE V® and LightTools®. Both commercial and government 
customers appreciate that ORA emphasizes their success and satisfaction above all, 
focusing especially on three areas: technology leadership, quality, and support. 
 
Continued advances in the power and ease of use of CODE V and LightTools helped 
ORA continue to expand its customer base in 2004. CODE V 9.50, released in August 
2004, has many technical improvements in its optimization, tolerancing, and ray tracing 
capabilities. LightTools 5.1, just released this month, is the first illumination design and 
analysis program to enable easy and accurate modeling of sophisticated backlights for flat 
panel displays. 
 
In engineering, ORA is a leading resource for solving optical technology problems, 
whether for cost-effective consumer product design or aerospace applications (including 
extensive contributions to the Hubble Space Telescope upgrade). To maintain leadership, 
ORA has assembled a staff of optical designers and engineers with proven talent over an 
extensive range of optical system applications. Since 1963, ORA’s engineering staff has 
successfully completed over 4,000 projects for government, commercial, and consumer 
clients. 
 
ORA’s focus on technology, quality and support has resulted in over 20 consecutive years 
of growth, supported by a staff with extensive industry expertise. Of the company’s 75 
employees, over 70% have technical degrees, 13 of whom have Ph.D.’s in optics-related 
fields. In addition, the staff includes three Fellows of the OSA and four Fellows of the 
SPIE. 
 
ORA has three offices in the United States: Pasadena, California (corporate 
headquarters), Westborough, Massachusetts (near Boston), and Tucson, Arizona. The 
company also has distributors in Japan, Korea, Taiwan, People’s Republic of China, 
Germany, and France. 
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Abstract 
Bristling with telescopes, imagers, spectrometers, spectrographs, and many other scientific instruments, the Cassini 
Spacecraft is orbiting Saturn a billion miles away, and returning a wealth of information from this most distant, and 
arguably most fascinating, of the naked-eye planets.  The European Space Agency©s Huygens Probe, which Cassini 
carried to Saturn©s largest moon, reached Titan on January 14, programmed to descend by parachute to examine its 
dense nitrogen atmosphere, and acquire close-up images and spectra of the enigmatic frozen surface.  The Saturnian 
system is a vast realm with many targets of intense scientific interest, including the planet, its broad, ultra-thin rings, 
extensive magnetosphere, and diverse moons. This evening©s talk will present the latest highlights from the international 
Cassini/Huygens mission to explore Saturn and Titan. 

�

About the Speaker �

Dave Doody came to Pasadena from Catalina Island and started working with JPL©s Deep Space 
Network in 1982, then with the outer solar system Voyager mission in 1985. After serving post-
Voyager as a member of the Magellan flight team on its Venus-mapping mission, Dave joined 
Cassini/Huygens in 1994, and is currently Flight Operations Lead for the Cassini/Huygens Mission 
Support and Services Office.  Eager to share the excitement of interplanetary exploration, Dave 
maintains the "Basics of Space Flight" website at JPL (http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/basics). A few times a 
year you might find him playing "sidewalk astronomer" in Old Town Pasadena, offering free views of 
Saturn through the JPL Astronomy Club©s massive Tinsley Cassegrain telescope. 
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Dave Doody, Jet Propulsion Lab 

Time: Social hour starts at 6pm.  Dinner starts at 7:00pm.  Talk starts at 8:00pm. 
Cost:  Dinner: $20.  Speaker only: no charge. 
Location: Four Points Sheraton, 700 West Huntington Dr., Monrovia.  (626)357-5211. 
Reservations: 
Preferably by email to Fred Houston, frederick.houston@verizon.net by Friday, 
Feb. 4, 2005, or call (805)492-0077.  Include meal choice (beef, chicken, or vegetarian). 
For  cur rent updates:   
www.ossc.org 
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c/o Donn Silberman 
31 Blackbird Lane 
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 
Address Correction Requested 


